3 Mar 09
Update #9
Aloha Family and Friends,


It continues to be busy for us.  We have been participating in exercises south of Japan for a few days now.  We have conducted gunnery drills, torpedo engagements and air engagements as well as internal scenarios, man over boards and a host of other drills.  All of which occurred in warm weather!  On a solemn but important note, we have been operating in the area where USS SIGSBEE was hit by a kamikaze on 14 Apr 1945.  We will do a memorial service on 14 April, however, being in the same waters and conducting drills and exercises reminds me of our connection with our namesake.  The heroism which was displayed by many that day is truly impressive.  

We work every day to live up to the standard they demonstrated so many years ago.  When Sunday rolls around, there is often an opportunity to relax a little.  Easy Rider flew some training flights in the morning and early afternoon and then the Engineers began setting up for our Steel Beach Picnic.  I walked out on the flight deck and looked out and the sea looked inviting!  We had a gentle breeze, no contacts, we were in 11,000 ft of water, and 1-3 ft swells.  It was fantastic.  Well, as you saw already in the pictures, we pulled out our ladder and opened the side up for swimming.  We don’t do that very often, but when it does happen, it is a rare treat and many take advantage of it.  We had about 45-50 shipmates in the water.  It was warm, clear and enjoyable.  For those not swimming, they enjoyed watching and eating dinner outside.


The night before, we had a spades tournament and OS2 Hall and OS2 Beecher were the overall winners.  HT1 Robinson and AT2 Lewis came in second while BM1 Sinouhi and HM2 Garrett finished third.

Yesterday, we went alongside JOHN ERICSON to get some gas.  Wouldn’t be great if the gas station came to you all the time?  Well sometimes it does but this time we had to travel about 100 miles south to meet the oiler.  We went alongside and as is typical, two ESWS candidates drove the ship alongside.  BMSN Chan and EN3 Lindner each took a turn driving CHUNG-HOON alongside the oiler.  They were a little nervous but they did a great job.  CW03 Wagner is an old hand at conning a ship alongside an oiler, though this was the first time aboard CHUNG-HOON and we did something we don’t do often alongside, we turned both ships while alongside.  It requires close coordination and careful shiphandling and he did a great job.  You may have noticed our Hawaiian Warrior in the photos.  If you recall, the Hawaiian Warrior is our mascot and yesterday, LTJG Starr was our mascot.  

Finally, we said Farwell to AO Haworth and to SH2 Felicia today.  We transferred them to another ship which was heading into port shortly so they could make it back to the states and begin their moves to their next duty stations.  We will miss them both.  And tonight, we congratulated CTT1 Clark.  He is now CTT1(SW) Clark.  He passed his Enlisted Surface Warfare Specialist board earlier today and we pinned the insignia on tonight.  It is quite an accomplishment and the first on the deployment, however, it will not be the last.  Master Chief challenged our crew to have 60 new ESWS qualifiers by the time we return to Pearl.  It is a tall order, but the chiefs are putting in the effort to provide the training and our sailors are making it happen.


That’s it for now.

IMUA E NA KOA KAI (Go Forward Sea Warriors!).  We look forward to our return.

Very Respectfully,

Mike McCartney
